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Chairman’s Message

For those of you that are actually reading the
program book AT the convention, I’d like to say a few
words:

We are trying a lot of new stuff this year to broaden
and enrich the convention experience. We have a
Media Guest this year (Stephen Furst), and an off-site
activity (the Animal House Movie presentation) both of
which are rarely attempted in local conventions. We are
providing a more down-to-earth costuming experience
and social event with the Toga Party powered by the
Dark Ones. The Modern Dances and conventional
Masquerades have seemed to run their course, and I
think everyone agrees that it is time to try something
new. We have also brought back a carefully crafted
Video Room for your enjoyment. Expanded gaming
has been popular in the last couple of years and will
be reinforced with some fun raffle prizes for winners!
Conventions have taken a hit in the past few years
largely because of the internet, and the bad economy.
In attempting to mitigate this, we have tried to bring as
much unique content to you as we can manage. This is
indeed the year of “The Great Change”.

I’'m sure you will have a great time meeting our
Guests of Honor Franchesco!, Stephen Furst, and Joe
Haldeman. I am happy to say that it is about time that
our local Guests of Honor Mark Greenawalt and Todd
VanHooser have been recognized for their contributions
over the years; I’'m sure you will enjoy visiting with
them as well. Returning Musical Guests of Honor Jeff
and Maya Bohnhoff are amazing people you should
meet too!

I’'m hoping that my staff and myself have provided
the best possible convention experience for you! Ithank
everyone that has helped in this gigantic task; it has
been a long road for everyone involved. If you happen
to notice any staff members in your journey through the
Convention, please take the time to thank them for all
of their hard work. Remember, they are all volunteers!
Have fun, and let us know if you have any suggestions
for making it better!

Mark Boniece
LepreCon 38 Chair
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Artist Guest of Honor:

Franchesco! Appreciation
by Larry Vela

An appreciation cannot start out without saying
that Franchesco is one of the best comic book artists.
The images that he creates are fantastic, as they give
you enjoyment with the balance of color and action.
The most notable thing that you will notice are his
women, they are what you would say are buxom, but he
illustrates them with class so everyone can appreciate
them. His work has appeared at DC Comics and Marvel
Comics as well as other venues. His current project is
Anarchy by Axe, a graphic novel on YouTube.

My first time meeting Franchesco, was a very
enjoyable experience. I was helping out at the 2002 San
Diego Comic-Con, where I had to check in the artists
into the Artists’ Alley. It would be on this encounter
that Franchesco would show his ability to comfort
people with his smile. I never have seen anyone that
could make a black cloud go away as fast as he could,
as he can always make you feel good. The fans that
come up to him see an artist that is down to earth and
makes their day a special one.

Several years ago while at San Diego Comic-Con,
it seemed that destiny would have Franchesco and I
running into each other while getting dinners. We had
a great time talking and laughing during these times.
One of those evenings he invited me to a party that
his publisher was having. We walked to the venue and
were checked against the “list”. We were walking in

Franchesco!

and heard music that sounded like Cheap Trick, as we
got closer I realized that it was Cheap Trick. There
were only 85 people at the party so this made it special.
This told me that Franchesco ran in a big crowd and he
wanted to share this experience. We ate at the buffet,
only to run into the band’s manager. The stories we
heard made us laugh and shake our heads. This night
was only the first of many times that we would enjoy at
the many conventions.

Time has given myself the opportunity to know
more about Franchesco. As an artist myself, we have
been able to talk about art and how life is as an artist.
Through the conversations, we have created a bond of
friendship that I hope will last a lifetime and I hope that
you will get the chance to meet him.
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